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[25] CHAPTER V.

OF THE CONVERSION AND BAPTISM OF A YOUNG MAN,
AND OF SOME OTHER SAVAGES.

ON est abbreviata manus Domini ut salvare nequeat:

N neque aggravata est auris ejus ut non exaudiat.
God’s hands are no weaker, nor his ears more

shut, than they were a thousand years ago. These
words will serve us as a guarantee against those who
would regard as exaggerations the favors that his
goodness is beginning to bestow upon the Savages.
We shall see in this young man a triumph of the prov-
idence and mercy of the great God. It is almost
two years since Monsieur Gand, a man who is very
charitable to the poor Savages, rescued this poor
wretch, half dead from hunger, cold, and sickness,
although he was very well connected among his own
people; he clothed him, lodged him, procured him
food, and put him in our hands to be instructed.
Different arguments were urged upon him; he was
made to pray to God morning and evening, he knew
the greater part of our mysteries; but he believed
only in appearance. In a word, he sought the life
of the body, and not that of the soul. The winter
past, the cold continued in his heart,— perceiving
which, we drove him away as a person who followed
us, as a dog would, to get some bread. He passed
the Summer with his countrymen, always speaking
of us with respect. Toward Autumn, a misfortune
happened to him; when he was taking a sweat, he



